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Are You Experienced?
Patrick Kneeland, MD, has been named medical director for Patient and Provider Experience at 
UCH. President and CEO John Harney made the announcement March 2 in an email to leadership. 
Kneeland is also director of Patient Safety and Experience with the Hospital Medicine Group at UCH.  

In his new position, Kneeland will work closely with Amy Searls, the hospital’s executive director of 
Service Excellence; Cathleen Ehrenfeucht, RN, MS, associate chief nursing office; and physician 
leadership to “promote organizational strategies and improvement efforts that enhance patient, staff, 
and physician experience and engagement,” Harney said. 

Attention to patient experience has increased across the health care industry in recent years, Harney 
noted, and it plays an important role in decisions about where to seek care and pay for care.  

Get the Blues
The University of Colorado Cancer Center joins with UCH, the Colorado Colorectal Screening 
Program, and the Colon Cancer Alliance in promoting “Dress in Blue Day” March 6. The 
aim: promote awareness of colorectal cancer and encourage people know their risk of colon 
cancer, the second-leading overall cause of cancer deaths in the United States. 

The risk can be reduced through colorectal screening starting at age 50 or sooner for those at higher risk. Help to raise awareness by donning 
blue March 6. There will be a photo op in the Anschutz Cancer Pavilion at 10 a.m.  Tables with information will be open from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at UCH and other campus locations. For details, click here.

The effort continues throughout March, which is designated Colon Cancer Awareness Month. For more information, visit the Colon Cancer 
Alliance Website.

Patrick Kneeland, MD, of the Hospitalist 
Group was named medical director for Patient 

and Provider Experience at UCH.
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Heart of the Matter
The nation’s infrastructure may need some patching up, but there is no reason we can’t keep our interior highways running smoothly.  Learn 
how to keep your arteries clear of the plaque that makes cardiovascular disease the number-one killer of men and women.

Next month’s edition of the “Let’s Talk” series is aimed at helping women learn about the modifiable lifestyle factors that increase the risk of 
heart attack and stroke. Experts Judith Regensteiner, PhD; Jennifer Simpson, MD; and Sharon Poisson, MD, will be on hand to present 
information and answer questions.

Date and time: March 9, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Bruce Schroffel Conference Center auditorium, Anschutz Inpatient Pavilion 2 
Cost: $10 (includes free valet parking and lunch)

An informational booth will be open from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

To participate, RSVP. For more information, contact Chiara Del Monaco,  
720-848-4023 and click here.

Bad weather in February delayed scheduled closures on Colfax Avenue for construction of the 
I-225 light rail line. Travelers to and from the Anschutz Medical Campus should be aware that 
crews are now slated to work on Colfax from 8:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. from March 8 to March 12. 
The closures are subject to change, depending on the weather.

Detour Routes: 

 » Motorists traveling westbound on Colfax Avenue, take ramp towards northbound I-225, then 
left on 17th Avenue, left on Fitzsimons Parkway and back to westbound Colfax Avenue

 » Motorists traveling eastbound on Colfax Avenue, take Fitzsimons Parkway, turn right onto 17th 
Avenue, turn right onto ramp and back to eastbound Colfax Avenue

 » Motorists traveling northbound on I-225 towards westbound Colfax Avenue, exit westbound 
6th Avenue, then turn right on Potomac Street and proceed north to Colfax Avenue

For more information, visit the RTD Website.

Train Drain 
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Come See about SAW
Looking for new career opportunities? Consider the School at Work (SAW) program at UCH. 
Through a series of on-site classes, enrollees will develop knowledge in basic core subjects, 
medical terminology, and communications skills – all keys to advancing into business, clerical, 
technical, administrative, and supervisory positions. 

The deadline for applications is March 9. To learn more and to apply, visit the Hub. For more 
information on SAW, see the Dec. 4, 2013 issue of the Insider.

Get the puck out to the Pepsi Center this month to support the Colorado Avalanche as 
they push for an NHL playoff spot. 

Special ticket prices are available for the following tilts:

 » Tuesday, March 10 vs. Los Angeles Kings at 7 p.m.

 » Thursday, March 12 vs. New Jersey Devils at 7 p.m.

 » Saturday, March 14 vs. Calgary Flames at 8 p.m. Family Night

Click here to view the details/pricing and order tickets.

Have an Ice Time

http://hub.uch.edu/news/2014/apply-for-the-school-at-work-program-by-march-9/
http://www3.uch.edu/uchinsider/saw dream achievers.pdf
http://www.avstix.com/uch1415
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UCH is offering free one-on-one retirement planning sessions with investment representatives 
from Fidelity and TIAA-CREF now through June. Please call the 1-800 numbers provided below if 
you’d like to schedule a free appointment.

RSVP for Fidelity one-on-one meetings: 1-800-343-0860 or online at  
http://www.fidelity.com/atwork/reservations. All sessions must be scheduled in advance.  
No walk-ins.   
Location: Leprino Building Room 600.   
Dates: March 19 and 25    April 7 and 22    May 5 and 21    June 2 and 18

RSVP for TIAA-CREF one-on-one meetings: 1-800-732-8353. All sessions must be scheduled in 
advance. No walk-ins.  
Location: Leprino Building Room 600. Only available to employees hired before Oct. 1, 2012. 
Date: April 7    May 7   June 3

More information: Rebecca Dittman, 86826, or rebecca.dittman@uchealth.org

Prepping for the Golden Years 

It’s a silly question, but do you know of an exceptional nurse at UCH? Who doesn’t? 

Well, don’t sit on your hands. Nominate him or her for “Magnet Nurse of the Year”  
(MNOY) honors in one of two categories:

 » Clinical Practice (Staff RNs, Charge RNs, APNs, NPs)

 » Non-Traditional Practice (Administrator, Educator, Informatics, other)

Nominations are open through March 31. For more details, visit the Hub or contact  
Megan Hansford at megan.hansford@uchealth.org. Click here for a list and photos  
of past MNOY winners.

Polling for Magnet
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Break bread with the man for whom quality is job one. Join Steven Ringel, 
MD, for the latest in the hospital’s acclaimed “Breakfast with a Leader” series. 
Ringel is vice president of clinical effectiveness and patient safety at UCH and a 
professor of neurology with the University of Colorado School of Medicine.

Bring an appetite and questions, but hurry. The 20 spots are available on a  
first-come, first-served basis.

Date and time: March 12, 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
Locations: 10th floor Leprino Building boardroom.

To register, click here.

A Quality Opportunity 

As their players have reminded us, there are only six weeks left in the Denver Nuggets’ 
NBA season. Join hundreds of others flocking to the Pepsi Center to watch the local 
heroes take on a pair of teams with playoff aspirations. 

Take advantage of special ticket prices for the following:

 » March 7 vs. Houston Rockets, 7 p.m.  Click here for tickets.

 » March 13 vs. Golden State Warriors, 7 p.m. Upper- and lower-level family night.  
Click here for tickets.

Cheap Prices for Fool’s Gold

https://hub.uch.edu/app/calendar/event/detail.aspx?eventId=b82f7b91-cbbd-e411-a911-00237d3659b6
http://www.nuggetstix.com/030715uchealth
http://www.nuggetstix.com/0313uchealth
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Physicians, do you have a favorite colleague at UCH? Give him or her a thumbs up in 
5280 magazine’s annual “Top Docs” poll. Voting  closes March 6.

To vote, go to the 5280 Website and click the Top Docs icon. For questions,  
call 303-832-5280 ext. 221.

Up with Docs

Get back into healthy habits with exercise classes at Stapleton. Check  
out the list of available opportunities and choose one that is right for you.

Yoga: beginner level “for every body”  *first class free 
            Mondays, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Yoga for Parkinson’s:  
*Registration through Parkinson’s Association of the Rockies 
Mondays 1:40 p.m.-2:40 p.m.

Mat Pilates: all levels *first class free  Tuesdays, 5 - 6 p.m.

Water Exercise: all levels  *88-90 degree pregnancy- and cardiac-safe pool. Lockers, towels, shower available.  Cost: $10 per class  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 4-5 p.m.

Tai Chi Moving for Better Balance: An evidence-based fall prevention program designed for community-dwelling older adults and 
individuals with Parkinson’s disease. Improve balance, strength, coordination, flexibility, and help prevent falls. *First class free  
Fridays 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Begins Feb. 20.

Yoga Therapy:  $75 initial visit, $50 subsequent visits.

Location for all classes:  Stapleton Rehab and Aquatic Therapy, 3055 Roslyn St. #110, Denver

For more information and to preregister, call 720-848 9010 (class size is limited).

Get Exercised

http://www.5280.com/
http://www.parkinsonrockies.org/
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Mind Your Meds
Governor John Hickenlooper used a Feb. 24 news conference at the University of Colorado Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
on the Anschutz Medical Campus to announce an education effort to combat prescription drug abuse. 

The campaign, titled “Take Meds Seriously,” also focuses on safely using, storing, and disposing of prescription drugs. It’s part of a statewide effort 
by the Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention to bring attention to the issue. Jason Hoppe, MD, an emergency medicine 
physician at UCH, also took part in the conference. 

The new campaign spotlights the toll of prescription drug abuse in the state. Statistics show that unintentional drug overdoses claimed the lives of 
35 Coloradans a month in 2013, while nearly 224,000 Coloradans misuse prescription drugs each year. 

Coloradans admit at least half their households have drugs that are unused or out of date. To address that issue, the Consortium has initiated a safe 
disposal program for drugs that includes locked drop boxes. One of them is located at the University of Colorado Police Department on the Anschutz 
Medical Campus.

The Consortium, housed at the Skaggs building, is coordinated by Robert Valuck, PhD, RPh. It includes experts from the Anschutz Medical Campus 
health professional schools and colleges and leaders from key agencies and organizations in Colorado.

Holding bottles of prescription drugs he found  
in his own medicine cabinet, Colorado Governor  

John Hickenlooper announces a new campaign against 
prescription drug abuse during a news conference  

on the Anschutz Medical Campus Feb. 24.

Hickenlooper disposes of the drugs in a drop box at the 
CU Police Department’s Anschutz Medical Campus 

headquarters. Photos courtesy Skaggs School of Pharmacy  
and Pharmaceutical Sciences.


