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Ideally delay 14 days as long as symptoms of COVID 19 do not 
develop. 
Document discussion in consent if decision made to proceed.

Assess clinical need for surgery or procedure

Obtain test in enhanced-airborne PPE
Patient should be maintained precautions 
until testing results.

Order COVID-19 RNA-SARS COV-2 
(Preferred COVID-19 test) 

Obtain test in enhanced-airborne PPE.
Patient care can be continued in droplet masks 
while test results are pending. 

 
Order COVID-19 RNA - SARS CoV-2 Screening and 

Clearance 

Place order for 
, AND

COVID-19 RNA - SARS CoV2 
Screening and Clearance
Advise patient to limit exposure to other people 
prior to surgery or procedure, AND
Provide patient information for upcoming surgery or 
procedure

Proceed with surgery planning

Place order for 
(Preferred test for diagnosis), AND

COVID-19 RNA-SARS CoV-2  

Direct patient to nearest specimen collection 
center

Order Testing

Does patient have symptoms of acute respiratory 
illness?

7 days prior to elective surgery or designated 
procedure: Patient selection

Obtain date of diagnosis and history of when 
symptoms resolved

Does patient have history of COVID-19?

Does patient have history of exposure to person 
with COVID-19?

Urgent/Emergent Surgery or Designated Procedure 
for patient already hospitalized or being admitted

Patient maintained in enhanced-airborne PPE

Clinical decision to proceed with surgery or 
designated procedure

COVID-19 Surgical Designated Procedure Testing Guidelines

Is the patient immunocompromised?

Day of Surgery: Screen for symptoms of acute 
respiratory illness

Does patient have symptoms of 
?

acute respiratory 
illness

Does patient have symptoms of 
?

acute 
respiratory illness

What are the results of the COVID19 test?

Obtain last date of exposure, 
AND
Recommend quarantine for 14 
days from exposure 

Proceed with surgery or procedure

Once asymptomatic for 14 days:
Perform 

  
COVID-19 RNA - SARS CoV2 Screening 

and Clearance
Delay if able until 2 negative tests 24 hours apart 
obtained

Has patient been tested within 5 days?

What are the results of the COVID-19 Test?

Proceed with surgery or procedure

Provide patient with mask. Contact provider for 
guidance on next steps.

Any surgery requiring intubation or LMA
Bronchoscopy
GI endoscopy (eg EGD, Colonoscopy) 
ENT procedures (eg Laryngoscopy, Nasal endoscopy) 
Transesophageal endoscopy

Surgeries and designated procedures considered in this pathway are the following:

Ambulatory Patients Presenting for Non-Emergent  
 Surgery or Designated Procedure

Is patient already hospitalized or being admitted? 

If patient tested outside of UCHealth in the 5 days 
prior to surgery and can provide a copy of test 
results, repeat testing is not needed. 

48-72 hours prior to surgery: Direct patient to 
closest specimen collection center

What are the results of the COVID-19 test? 

Proceed with surgery or procedure
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